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'GREECE AND THE
NEW COLONTALISM

ANNE APPLEBAUM

4 been pacified. For the moment, the
riots in Athens have subsided. Only
“hundreds” of demonstrators came out over
the weekend, fewer than the 50,000 who
killed three people during a violent petrol-
bomb attack on a bank last week. But this
temporary truce in Greece has been bought
at a high price — by which I don't just mean
that it was expensive,

Here in front of me, I have a draft
version of the Council of the European
Union’s most recent “decision” on Greece.
It isn’t a classified document. Bits of it
have been in the newspapers; the Greek
parliament has already voted-to pass
some of its provisions; and a similar,
though less comprehensive, decision
was published in February. But although
it’s not secret, no one is yet talking much
about its political significance. For this is
no ordinary piece of Euro-bureaucracy:
This is the kind of thing a surrendering
field marshal signs in a railway car in the
forest at the end of a bloody war.

Fr the time being, the ma.rkets have

new business start-ups :
Once that is all out of the way, Greece
“shall,” by September 2010, fulfill another
nine requirements, among them a pen-
sion reform that raises the retirement
.age to 65.up from a current average of 61.,
By December 2010, Greece “shall” adopt
another 12 measures, among them one
Jnandating the use of genericdmgsin the,
S t . There are fur-
ther deadlines in March 2011, June 2011
and September 2011. If the Greek gov-

ernment wants to continue receiving the

European ion had
so much power over its
member states?

. lite photographs reveal the existence of
cash it needs to function, it will have to

s all this I ion, piece by piece.
I have no doubt that ese meastires

The European Union and the IMF will = are necessary, even long overdue. Probably

rescue Greece, spending billions of eurgs
to do so. And in exchange, Greece will

a reduce its vast pub-

lic deficit but will adopt, by June 2010, no
less than 17 specific legal and budgetary
changes. Among other things, the council
declares that Greece “shall” reduce the
“Easter, summer and Christmas bonuses”
of civil servants and pensioners; increase
taxes on fuel, tobacco and alcohol; reduce
the operating costs of local government;
and pass a law to simplify the rules for

there was no other way to persuade a Greek
parliament to pass them. Violent riots have
become an acceptable way of expressing
political opinion in Greece, and bitter par-
tisanship means that each government un-
does the work of its predecessor. This is not
a political culture in which any government
would find it easy to raise the retirement
age by four years or to eliminate Christmas
bonuses for civil servants.

Nevertheless, this decision does rep-

resent something new. Though the Euro-

. take forms more subtle than rioting.

enter the Eurozone in future. Yes, it you play

Fesl 13-8-224Q

Union

surrender of sove from its member
states, Greece no longer much sover-
eignty at agreements also impose
conditions, but the language is somewhat
different: The indebted country requests
help, the IMF responds. In this case, the
EU has decided what Greece “shall” do.
I don’t believe anybody knew that the
EU had so much power over its member
states, least of all the Greeks.

.Maintaining this intense leglslatlve
schedule will not be a simple matter,
whatever promises have been made.
Modern Greece has a history of foreign
occupation — by the Ottoman Empire,
by Nazi Germany — and some Greeks
are already calling on their countrymen

to resist the new occupation forces of |.

the EU and the IMF. Resistance could

Athens, after all, is a city in which 364
people told tax authorities they owned
swimming pools — and in which satel-

‘16,974 swimming pools. If a tax or legal
reform is perceived as a foreign impos-
ition, will Greeks abide by it?

Though no one is saying so, this visible
imposition of EU power on Greece will also
serve as a warning to others who want to

by the rules, being part of Europe means
heing part of the world’s largest and most

prosperous economy. But if you don’t play
by the rules, you risk col under forei

ming under foreign
ﬁn@gﬂl%_tﬁ__lmatum We might not yet
have a name for this phenomenon — neo-
Euro-colonialism? — but, without anyone
noticing, it has arrived.
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Les renseignements contenus aux présentes orntétéus de sources que nous croyons fiables masnigas garantis par nous et pourraient étre iptais Les opinions expr
mées sont basées sur notre analyse et interpré@ices renseignements et ne doivent pas étrpriétites comme une sollicitation d'offre d’achatd=ivente des valeurs

mentionnées. La Firme peut agir a titre de coreefithancier, d’agent fiscal ou de souscripteurrpzartaines des compagnies mentionnées aux préserpeut recevoir une rém
nération pour ses services. La Firme et/ou sesi@ffi, ses administrateurs, représentants, asgmeiggnt étre détenteurs des valeurs mentionnéegrésentes et peuvent exé

ter des achats et/ou des ventes de ces valeuesnge & autre sur le marché ou autrement.
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